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ANNABELLE DEXTER-JONES

(SUCCESSION, HOLY MOTORS, AMERICAN HORROR STORY)
as

MARIANNE

A former actor who gave up her career to raise
Stella. Post-divorce from James, she’s adrift—

loving but emotionally detached.

When Stella claims to be an alien, Marianne
suspects it is a response to deeper mental health
issues. Rather than confront the issue, she plays
along and keeps the episode from James.

But her deception crumbles as Kismet begins
asking to see her father.



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1181086/

RAUL CASTILLO

(TASK, LOOKING, WE THE ANIMALS, SMILE 2)
as

JAMES

A charming, self-involved ballet director who left
Stella and Marianne for a new partner.

Now based in Brooklyn, he’s chasing artistic relevan
and avoiding the emotional wreckage he left behino
Eager to fold Stella into his new life with his new
girlfriend, he's oblivious to the fact that Stella
wants nothing to do with her.

When Stella shows up as Kismet, he leans into
the dynamic, but remains unsure if he’s reconnectin
with his daughter or someone entirely different.



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1950004/







Directonr's Scatemend

KISMET is set during the winter on Fire Island, where | spent most of my formative time as a child.

While | did not grow up with an obsession with aliens like the main character of KISMET, the story explores
feelings | had as a thirteen-year-old while going through my parents’ divorce, experiencing my first friendship
breakup, and exploring my own identity. The script meditates on the deep emotional world of a 8th grader,
dealing with loneliness, isolation, and the want to not be in her own body—a feeling we have all felt at thirteen.

KISMET riffs on the timeless coming of age story by using a sci-fi lens to interweave the dual struggle that teens
and adults face in the internet age and post-Covid world. The rules of coming of age and parenting have
drastically changed, leaving even those with the most well-meaning families unable to know how to cope,
especially when a child undergoes severe mental health struggles.

KISMET aims to answer that gap—exploring the emotional world of a thirteen-year-old girl
through a serious lens, while also offering a path of turning over this pain into growth,
transformation, and a rekindled sense of self.



Accolades Tor the Scripc

KISMET was developed and written during Giovanna’s Sundance Ignite Fellowship, under the
mentorship of filmmaker Erin Vassilopoulos.

The script was selected for Wscripted’s 2024 Cannes Screenplay List, presented by MUBI, curated
by an international jury featuring BAFTA-winning and Oscar-nominated actress Vanessa Kirby (The
Crown, Pieces of a Woman), director Nathalie Alvarez Mesén (Clara Sola) and writer and filmmaker
Nathalie Marchak (Out of Instinct).

KISMET was selected and partially funded by the 2024-2025 Saul Zaentz Innovation Fund StoryLab,
in partnership with leading industry mentors and Johns Hopkins University.

The project is a Semifinalist for ScreenCraft Film Fund Fall 2024. Judges include executives, agents,
and managers from Buchwald, ACE Content, Anarchists United, Cold Iron Pictures, and Energy
Entertainment.



Writer/Directonr

Giovanna Molina is a Mexican-Italian-American filmmaker from Brooklyn, NY, based in LA. Her films explore stories of isolation, belief and
surrealism within a female coming-of-age context. She studied directing at UCLA and film and creative writing at Johns Hopkins University
and has received grants and fellowships from Sundance, PBS, The Future of Film is Female and the Saul Zaentz Innovation Fund. Her most
recent film, QUAKER, had its world premiere at the 2025 Berlinale, and her screenplay, KISMET, was selected for Wscripted’s 2024

Cannes Screenplay list, present by MUBI.

WEBSITE | Directing Samples: HICKEY (Vimeo Staff Pick), QUAKER (Berlinale)

Producenr

Zoey Pressey is Head of Production at Radiance Pictures — working day to day as a line producer and creative producer on individual projects
while overseeing everything that Radiance produces. She has produced a variety of award-winning films, music videos, and commercials,
including shorts featured at Berlinale, Tribeca, SXSW, Slamdance, Berlin Commercial, Aesthetica Film Festival, TIFF New Wave, Palm Springs
International ShortFest, as well as on Vimeo as a Staff Pick, and music videos for Sabrina Carpenter, Tyla, and Maroon 5. Zoey is a graduate
of NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts with a BFA in Film & TV Production.

WEBSITE

Producenr

Nuer Taga is a Central Asia-born, U.S.-based producer who began his career in Paris. He has produced 35+ films, series, and commercials,
and founded Radiance Pictures, a production company with over a decade of work that spans international co-productions, commercials, and
music videos. His latest feature, BLKNWS: Terms and Conditions, screened at Sundance and the Berlinale. Fluent in multiple languages, Nuer
brings a global lens to every story he produces.

WEBSITE

Cinematographenr

Vittoria Campaner is a Los Angeles-based Italian cinematographer who has worked internationally in Italy, France, Norway, China, Taiwan,
Trinidad and Tobago and the United States. Her work has been showcased in 100+ international film festivals, museums, and theaters,
including Berlinale, SXSW, MountainFilm Festival, Telluride, and Palm Springs International ShortFest, and has been featured in IndieWire, The
New Yorker, Deadline, and more. In 2020 she was selected as a Cinematography Fellow for the ASC vision program and Film Independent’s
Project Involve.

WEBSITE | Representation: Zero Gravity BTL


https://giovanna-molina.com
https://vimeo.com/1021466007
https://vimeo.com/931909390/d65f11446f
https://zoeypressey.com
https://www.vittoriacampaner.com
https://radiance.tv/




